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WHEN YOU HAVE

READ THIS PAPER,

FORWARD IT

TO A RAILWAYMAN

AT THE  FRONT.

TRAINS AND FERRIES

TAKE TROOPS TO FRANCE.

THE WAR.
RETURN OF THE WOUNDED.

ENTHUSIASTIC OVATION

IN LONDON.

SCENES AT WATERLOO.

FERRIES CAPTURED.

SHIPS AND CREWS FORCED

TO RETURN TO HAMBURG.

WOMEN AMONG PRISONERS.

Three steamers owned by the
Great Central Railway were cap-
tured by German gun-boats within
hours of war being declared.

It is believed that their captains
and crews are being held as prison-
ers-of-war in Germany.

There have been no reports of
any casualties or injuries in con-
nection with the incident.

The ferries had departed from
Hamburg before the expiry  of the
British ultimatum and were at the
mouth of the River Elbe when en-
emy naval craft overtook them and
forced their masters to surrender,
according to a statement from the
Admiralty.

The German authorities pro-
vided a brief note to the Admiralty
following the capture of the ships,
which have been named as S. S.
“Bury”, S. S. “City of Bradford” and
S. S. “City of Leeds”.

The General Manager of the
Great Central Railway, Mr. S. Fay,
told “Railnews” that a total of 89
men and three women were in serv-
ice aboard the vessels. The women
were employed as stewardesses.

Although the circumstances sur-
rounding the capture of the ships
are still imperfectly understood, it
is believed that the vessels were re-
turning to English east coast ports
without any passengers on board.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

COMPANY MANAGERS

FORM DIRECTING GROUP.

MILITARY MOVEMENTS

MOST IMPORTANT.

A Committee of the General
Managers of the principal compa-
nies, with the President of the
Board of Trade as ex-o^cio chair-
man, assumed control of the rail-
ways on August 4th.

The Committee was formed in
November 1912 in readiness for a
possible emergency, and is now sup-
porting the war e[ort by directing
and co-ordinating railway services.

The Railway Clearing House
continues to balance the accounts of
the railway companies, but many
of the decisions for which it has
been responsible are expected to be
taken henceforth by the Committee,
particularly in respect of special
tra^cs for the movement of troops
and their working arrangements.

Following the death of Sir Frank
Ree in February, the Acting Chair-
man is now Mr. H. A. Walker of the
London & South Western Railway.

Mr. Walker’s personal assistant,
Mr. G. S. Szlumper, is serving as
Committee Secretary.

The Committee is understood to
have been in almost continuous ses-
sion since taking control.

‘ALMOST CONTINUOUS

SESSIONS’.

Two hundred and \fty to three
hundred wounded o^cers and men,
who arrived in London on August
31st from Southampton in hospital
trains, were accorded a welcome so
stirring and whole-hearted that for
the time the soldiers forgot the pain
of their wounds, and cheered and
laughed in acknowledgement.

For an hour or more the station
rang with cheers, every conveyance
coming in for a salvo as it passed
between the lines of the public, who
were massed behind barricades.

For a short space the “fog of war”
lifted its veil just enough to disclose
a glimpse of the realities of the
campaign.

“It’s like a war in London,” said
one L.S.W.R. porter as the proces-
sion of ambulance men with
stretchers and the bandaged sol-
diers with their uniforms torn
limped to waiting vehicles.

The wounded arrived in two
batches. The \rst train reached Wa-
terloo at a quarter past ten, bring-
ing o^cers; and the second twenty
minutes later, with the men. Both
trains displayed on the windows
large Red Crosses.

The arrangements worked with
the utmost smoothness.  First of all, the
o^cers who were able to walk were
assisted to alight.  Whatever their pain,
they disguised it by smiling.

Appearance of the men.

Some had their heads enveloped
in bandages; others wore slings;
many walked with a limp; and sev-
eral placed their arms around the
necks of R.A.M.C. men, and were
assisted to vehicles.

One man walked with the aid of
a crutch. Another had been hurt on
the jaw, but he was smoking a pipe
with great relish.

Here and there tunics were torn.
In some cases they had been ripped
open down the arms or the shoulder
to permit the surgeons to attend to
the wound.

One soldier, who had lost his
putties and his hat, and was wear-
ing thick knitted stockings and a
fairly short coat, resembled a foot-
baller, an impression enhanced by
the dusty appearance of his brown
boots.

Some of the troops, whose hats
had disappeared, had improvised
headgear by twisting a shawl into
the requisite shape.

With expedition the o^cers
whose injuries were not severe were
comfortably installed in taxi-cabs,
motor-cars, and private omnibuses,
and as vehicle after vehicle rolled
out of the station the public cheered.

The welcome which the crowds
in the station had accorded the sol-
diers was repeated in the streets.

THOUSANDS EMBARK FROM PORTS.

RAILWAYS AT HEART OF MOBILISATION.

RAILWAY shIPs reQUISITIONED.

Thousands of men have been
travelling by rail from many parts
of the country to ports on the south
coast, whence they are embarking
for the front in France.

More than 600 special trains
were said to have arrived at South-
ampton alone by the end of August.

The various companies are co-
operating as never before.

As soon as a train arrives at a
port of embarkation the men alight
and then form smart ranks under
the eyes of watchful o^cers. They
are then quickly marched off to join
their ships, some which are railway
ferries pressed into special service.

One General Manager told
“Railnews” that the details had
been worked out many months ago.

They involve the men of several
major companies, including the
London & North Western, Great
Eastern, London & South Western
and Great Western Railways.

The public timetables have been
largely maintained. Some of the car-
riages required for specials have
come from excursion sets but some
booked services are shorter than usual.

Unprecedented scenes were re-
ported from towns like Fraser-
burgh, where about 300 Highland-
ers engaged in herring fishing
boats answered the call as members
of the Naval Reserve, and left by
special train for Portsmouth.

A crowd of 10,000 lined the rail-
way embankment for half a mile,
and cheered the departing seamen.

Some 14,000 men departed from
Manchester in just six days towards
the end of August. A correspondent
in the Lancashire city writes that
“The rush to join the colours so far
from decreasing shows signs of
growing until every man required
by the War Secretary is secured.”

In Newcastle, no fewer than 638
reservists of the Northumberland
Fusiliers had been clothed, armed
and dispatched by train to Port-
smouth within three days of the
declaration of war.

The railway Executive Commit-
tee which was formed in 1912 is
now in full swing, arranging all the
co-ordination between the compa-
nies which this vast exercise de-
mands (see col. 5, this page).
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The die is cast, and there is now
only one way forward.

The past month will undoubtedly
go down in history as a month of
destiny, as thousands of brave Brit-
ish men set out across the Channel to
confront the enemy.

No reasonable person wants war,
but the Kaiser has made it clear
that such a desperate expedient can
no longer be avoided by a country
such as ours, which is proud to hold
its head high among the nations.

However, it is not pride which
takes us into this con]ict, but a de-
termination to see right done.

There had been rumours of war
for years, but men of good heart
continued to trust that this \nal step
could have been avoided.

Now we know that such men
were too sanguine, but we think
none the worse of them for that, in-
deed, we think all the better of them,

for ‘peacemaker’ is an honourable,
nay, noble appellation.

For the moment, the peacemak-
ers must step back, bloodied but
unbowed. But do not be down-
hearted — their time will come
again.

As our great industry provides
the very life blood to the war e[ort
we can also be proud, even as we
mourn the necessity for it.

Tomorrow will come, and with it
there will be a fresh start for the
nations of Europe.

But there is a job to be done \rst.
We pray that the task we face will
soon be over, and that Almighty God
will defend the right.

Today we have war but tomor-
row, with the help of God, peace will
surely be restored, so that once
again men of goodwill may ply
their lawful occasions unhindered
on land or sea.


